COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES 

1. comparison with  -er, the -est

1) one-syllable adjectives 

	positive
	comparative 
	superlative 

	clean 
	cleaner
	the cleanest

	 new 
	newer
	the newest


- add only -r/-st to adjectives ending in –e (large, loose, safe, strange…)

2) adjectives with two syllables, ending in -y
	dirty 
	dirtier
	the dirtiest

	easy 
	easier
	the easiest

	happy 
	happier
	the happiest

	pretty 
	prettier
	the prettiest


- when we add a negative prefix to them they can take more/most or -er/-est (the unhappiest, the most unhappy)

adjectives with two syllables, ending in -er

	clever 
	cleverer
	the cleverest


adjectives with two syllables, ending in -le

	simple 
	simpler
	the simplest


adjectives with two syllables, ending in -ow

	narrow - úzky
	narrower
	the narrowest


Spelling changes 

	big
	bigger
	biggest
	double the consonant

	sad
	sadder
	saddest
	

	dirty
	dirtier
	dirtiest
	change -y to -i (consonant before -y)

	shy
	shyer
	shyest
	exception – no change 


2. comparison with more, the most

- for one-syllable adjectives ending in –ed (e.g. bored), for the adjectives such as: real, right, wrong 

- all adjectives with more than one syllable (except some adjectives with two syllables) 

	positive
	comparative
	superlative

	difficult
	more difficult
	the most difficult


3. irregular forms  

	good
	better
	the best

	bad
	worse
	the worst

	little
	smaller
	the smallest


4. some adjectives with two possible forms 

	clever
	cleverer / more clever
	cleverest / most clever 

	common 
	commoner / more common
	commonest / most common

	friendly 
	friendlier / more friendly 
	friendliest / most friendly 


- also with handsome, gentle, likely, mature, narrow, pleasant, polite, quiet, simple, stupid, subtle (jemný), sure 
Differences in meaning with adjectives 
	far
	farther
	farthest
	vzdialený – s významom miesta (distance)

	
	further
	furthest
	vzdialený – miesto alebo čas (distance or time)
ďalší (= additional)

	old
	older
	oldest
	people and things 

	
	elder
	eldest
	people 


COMPARISON OF ADVERBS 

1. more and most in front of most adverbs 

	quietly 
	more quietly 
	the most quietly 


2. some adverbs with –er/-est 

early, fast, hard, late, long, soon  

3. irregular forms  

	well
	better
	the best
	

	badly
	worse
	worst
	

	much
	more
	most
	uncountable nouns 

	many
	more
	most
	countable nouns 

	little
	less
	least
	 


USE

1.comparatives of adjectives/adverbs + THAN 

I think you are taller THAN me. / You must work harder THAN Susan. 

- for small differences, use modifiers such as: a bit, a little, slightly, somewhat  (You are slightly taller than me.)

- for  big differences, use modifiers such as: much, miles, loads, (quite) a lot, lots, far, significantly, substantially, considerably, three times, a great deal (You are much taller. You are much more beautiful.) 
2.superlatives of adjectives/adverbs 

I think you are the most beautiful girl in the world. 

- to emphasize the difference, use: almost, much, by far, easily, nearly, practically, by a long way, far and away

(You are by far/easily the most beautiful girl in the world., China is the company’s largest market, by a long way., Football is far and away the most popular sport in the world., It is the most popular sport by far.)

- other modifications 

This is probably the most difficult test I have ever written. 

She is one of the most intelligent girls I know. 

Their house is the very nicest in the street. (Ich dom je ten najkrajší na ulici.)
- we sometimes drop “the” when superlative adjectives and determiners are used without nouns, and before superlative adverbs (Which of you three is (the) strongest? The person who eats (the) fastest gets (the) most.)
- we don’t use “the” when we are contrasting somebody or something with him/her/itself in other situations 

(England is most beautiful in spring. He’s nicest when he’s had a few drinks.)
- sometimes used with infinitives 

He is the youngest person to climb Everest.  

3. less and the least  

- the opposites of more and the most

She is less popular than me. / She is the least popular girl in the class. 

- they can be used as adverbs as well 

You should study less and exercise more. 

- use less/least with uncountable nouns and fewer/fewest with plural countable nouns (more/most can be used with all nouns)

I am eating less chocolate and fewer sweets, and drinking more water. 

4. other comparing structures
as…as

- for people or things that are the same in some way (She is as tall as me.)
- we can use almost, nearly, just to slightly change the meaning (She is almost as tall as me.)
- “so” can be used instead of the first “as” in negative sentences (You are not so tall as me.)
- for small differences, use: not quite (You are not quite so tall as me. - Nie si až taký vysoký ako ja.)

- for big differences, use: not nearly (You are not nearly so tall as me. - Ani zďaleka nie si taký vysoký ako ja.) 

- other modifiers: almost, just, half, only, twice, three times, nothing like, nowhere near, every bit, rather 

(The new one is not nearly/half/nowhere near as good as the old one., Golf is every bit as interesting as football.)
as much 
- with uncountable nouns (I don’t eat as much chocolate as you.)
- with modifiers just about (I’ve done just about as much as I can.) 
as much as 

- it can suggest a large amount (His paintings can sell for as much as half a million dollars. – až za pol milióna)
as many 
- with countable nouns (I don’t eat as many sweets as you.)
as many as 

- indicates a big number of sth (There are as many as 50 students in some of the classes. – až 50 študentov)
the same + noun + as 

My mum is the same age as my dad. 

- used with modifiers not quite, (not) nearly, almost, just, (very) much (I have much the same opinion as my colleague.) 

as + adj + a + noun + as 

We asked for as large a car as possible. 

It is not as difficult a test as I expected. 
too + adj + a + noun

It was too good a thing to dream about. 

not as/so + adj + to-infinitive

It’s not as easy to explain as I thought. 

sufficiently + adv + to-infinitive 

Some students don’t write sufficiently well to pass the test. 

more + adj + than + adj / not so much + adj + as + adj

I was more surprised than angry. / I wasn’t so much angry as surprised. 

it + be + comparative + to-infinitive 

It’s cheaper to buy a return ticket.   

noun + be + comparative + to-infinitive 

French is easier to learn than Chinese. 

5. the + comparative, the + comparative 

- for changes which occur together, the second is often the result of the first 

The richer you are, the more money you spend.  (čím…, tým…) 

- fixed phrases 

The sooner, the better. (Čím skôr, tým lepšie.), The more, the merrier. (Čím viac, tým lepšie.) 

6. comparative + and + comparative 

I was growing more and more confused. 

The bike began to go faster and faster. 

7. the + comparative/superlative + of the + number/quantity 

This is by far the more interesting of the two.

I think this one is the best of the lot/of them all/of the bunch.  

8. little/no/(not) a lot of/(not) much difference between 

There isn’t much difference between her boyfriend and her father. 

LIKE and AS

as…as 

Stay for as long as you want. 

- in proverbial expressions (He was as good as gold.)
as

- it is a conjunction, used before subject + verb or a prepositional expression

They left as they came, without a word., In Britain, as in many countries, …

- in expressions such as: as I said, as you know, as you see, as usual, as before…

like

- “it is similar”, it is a preposition, used before a noun or pronoun

It was like a dream., They are not like us., A caravan is like a house on wheels. 

look like, smell like 

- to express resemblance (The school looks like a prison.)
look like, smell like 

It looks like rain. (it looks as if it is going to rain)

That sounds like the postman. (it sounds as if he has arrived)

feel like

The pain felt like a burning needle in his arm. (it was similar)

I feel like going home. (I want to)

work as/work like
I work as a manager. (I am a manager.)

I work like a slave. (I am comparing myself to slaves.)

as – for jobs, functions, roles 
